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that I never listened to any paper which 
thanks, and to say ‘ Every sympathetic exponent of 

has been more c a ^ certain extent, the charm of the 
Mr. Ruskin mus has> further, this advantage in her 

r aSter ’ ?w she has been in intimate connection with Mr, 
favour— t T have myself desisted for some years from 

Ruskin h.msdf. referred to> and to have such 

a 3 Telfg°h«fuTresume of them has been an interest and delight. 
In meetings of this kind, though I think far less so in this 
Union than in other educational meetings I have attended, 
one is likely to be impressed, to a certain extent, with dryness 
of data Now Ruskin, though he impresses upon us all, 
young or old, the necessity of acquiring knowledge, never 
does so with dryness. 


Miss Elsie Ford then read a paper on 
THE EDUCATIONAL ASPECT OF GARDENING. 

It was with some misgivings of mind that I consented to 
write this paper ; for I felt that there were so many others 
whose knowledge of that important, most vitally important, 
question ot education is so much greater than mine, and 
whose opinions are more worth listening to. My excuse, 
therefore, in having written it must be that I am exceedingly 
interested, as indeed I consider everyone ought to be, in the 
question of education, believing it to be not merely a matter 
of four or five hours daily spent for the first few years of our 
lives in the company of books, blackboard and slate, but 
that it is a process which begins on the day of our birth and 
ceases only on the day we die. And if this be true, surely it 
behoves those of us who are responsible for the training of 
our own or other people’s children, to make the best use of 
those years of their lives in which their education assumes its 
most definite form ; and to see that not only in their school 
hours, but in their walks and play, they are receiving such 
training both of mind and body as will best equip them in 
future years to become useful citizens and members of society. 

Ihere is an educational value in the games which now 
form such a feature of school life, which is perhaps not 
realized by half the parents whose children are such 
enthusiastic players. Indeed some parents are half incline 
to regard them as a waste of time. But cricket, for instance, 
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inculcates habits of precision o^., 

obedience ; while a boy who knows notVF ’ pr ^ m P tn ® ss > and 
self-effacement, patriotism and self-cont ° Vlrtues of 
his team to reach a high standard of excJ] ^ t0 help 

he be an excellent batter or bowler The same ?° U ^ 
of other pursuits and amusements of children ; andTis o'f one 

10 ITTl ru V1 l t0 SPeak> 1 mean that gardening 
All children like being out of doors, at least all childfen 

whose natural tastes and instincts have not been too early 

warped by our complex and unnatural manner of living 

They are not troubled by such scruples as wet feet, damp 

days, spoilt clothes and the like. It is only as we grow older 

and— 1 feel inclined to say more foolish— that we pay any 

heed to these details. Indeed I think we may, and sometimes 

even do, go too far in our reaction from the severe and 

unbending upbringing of our great grandmother’s days, 

and that coddling may become as great an evil as neglect! 

On the score of health I am a strong advocate of gardening 

and the fresh air it necessarily entails for children of all ages; 

and 1 have had some experience of their healing powers on 

those sick both in mind and body, having worked as gardener 

in a women’s convalescent home, where many of the patients 

were sent out to help us in our work in the garden, while at 

the same time being cured of their ailments by the open-air 

occupation. But though, as I say, 1 think they cannot be out 

of doors too much, still children must have something to do 

there, else they will certainly get into mischief; and as they 

cannot always be playing cricket or going walks, and the 

making of mudpies has its limitations (as well as drawbacks 

from the elders’ point of view), why not encourage gardening, 

a pursuit which is an education in itself both physical, mental, 

and spiritual, while being at the same time a source of 

great enjoyment to the child r hor nearly all children like 

gardening, much as most boys like wheels and engines. But 

it by no means follows that every child who wants a garden 

of its own will become a gardener, any r more than that e\ery 

boy who “ wants to see wheels go round will eventually 

become an engineer; though the boy whose jouthful 

enthusiasm for tools and machinery is given full play and 

development, will acquire a dexterity in the use of those tools 

and a store of miscellaneous mechanical information, which 

will always stand him in good stead, even though his path 


53 6 


P.N.E.U. conference 


moved from that of an engineer. And 
through life be far rem hQW seldom is this taste in a 
so, too, of garde! n,n * * emen t it deserves. Think what 

child given the enc b ^ , plots G f black unwholesome 
children’s gardens too o of the gar den given to the 

looking earth in a P w in them ”; and regarded 

children “because n g nd> cer tain to be unsightly and 
by the elders as mes ^ QUt 0 f the way ; while the 

which must there or ^ seldom seriously taken into 

stocking of .hem .» ^a«e ^ ^ compassed ^ on 

account, and t h wra th of the gardener, the 

the gardener's prem.es o ^ disgrace of 

Imi will flourish 8 Personally, I should say in the best par. 
o he garden, for surely .he development of a child s soul .8 
° more importance than the symmetry and ordered perfect, on 
rfom pleasure grounds. This garden should be regarded, 
no. as a place to play in, where it does no, matter what ts 
done or grown, bu, as a par, of the larger garden for whose 
neatness and cultivation the child-owner alone > s j^P 0 ™ ' 

And let it be seriously impressed upon him that w - 
responsible for the well-being of those plants we deliberately 
sow, and that we have no more right to let them die for want 
of watering or other attentions, than we have to forget o 
give a cat or dog its food. In after years the child will 
probably be responsible to a greater or lesser degree for the 
well-being of some of his fellow-creatures ; and how are we 
to expect him to fulfil this trust rightly if he is not taug t in 
childhood the importance of our duty to others even un o 
our flowers r The child should be provided with a certa 
number of plants by the gardener when he is dividing clump 
or planting out seedlings, while at the same time he s ^ loU 
be encouraged to buy some seeds with his own money an 
try and raise them himself. I should encourage the growin^ 
of vegetable and edible crops, providing, of course, a P 
of ground for this purpose in the kitchen garden, and ma in ^ 
the child buy its own seed and then selling the produce ^ 
its parents, not at a fancy price, but on liberal market 
thus early acquainting it with the value of money an ^ 
principles of exchange and barter. It should be taU ° nd 
the reason of the things it does, why it digs and hoes 
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and 


in 


puts on manure, and how these proc^^helpTo'p^enare the 
soil for the plants to grow in it. It would learn h P K P ■ 
a „d experience the life-history of plants-how .^feed" 
grow and increase; and the reason of grafts ZZ7’ 
budding, etc. I he laws of reproduction and increase are 
the same in the animal as in the vegetable world and in 
what more natural manner could you wish a child to first 
become acquainted with the great mysteries of birth 
death, than to do so through the medium of flowers 

The necessity for accuracy and regularity will be learnt ' 
a manner worth a hundred sermons if some cherished plant 
dies through forgetfulness to water it, or some seeds never 
coine up through having been hastily and carelessly sown too 
deep. Experience is a mighty teacher and nowhere more 
so than in a garden. 

Care should of course be taken in the providing of tools 
and wheelbarrows of a suitable size and weight, as much 
harm might be done through the wheeling of too heavy 
barrows, especially to girls ; and I may say that my remarks 
apply equally to girls and boys. 

Then there is another aspect of the matter. Besides 
having their own plots of ground, of the produce of which 
they are sole disposers, why should not children help in the 
work of their parents’ gardens, as is so universally the case 
among the working classes r In the case of families of 
limited means who can perhaps only afford to have a jobbing 
gardener at intervals, it would be a great advantage if the 
children who are being educated at home or at a day school, 
were to do some of the lighter work in the garden in their 
play hours. Indeed there are many cases where two or three 
boys and girls, with the help of a man in, say, once or twice a 
week or even less, might entirely manage the garden, aided 
by advice from their parents, if they know anything of 
horticulture, or by one of the many excellent books now 
published on the subject. I have but a poor opinion of a 
parent who, even if he do know nothing of the subject, }et 
will not take the trouble to acquaint himself with such simple 
rudiments of horticulture as would be necessary to begin 
helping his children who know less than he. He may not 
have time to do much, but interest and sympathy are 
necessary and these he can always give. 


more 


f fear I shall be tempted to stray too 


far from my appointed 
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, J touch on the wide subject of pocket money, but 1 
surest that children’s pocket money be to a certain 
extent dependent on their labour and that they be paid f 0r 
hat they do. I do not mean that they be induced to work 
for the sake of money, but that if they want more money f or 
any purpose than their regular allowances, they should f ee l 
they must earn that money and not merely ask their father 
for it as so many children do, a custom which I feel i s th e 
cause of a great deal of extravagance and carelessness in 
money matters in after years. And what more reasonable or 
healthy manner of earning it would you have than, say, 
weeding at so much a yard, collecting leaves at so much a 
barrow, or anything else which requires to be done at the 
time, always expecting the work to be as thoroughly and 
carefully done by them as by a hired labourer r In this way 
the pecuniary value of labour would be learnt, and in the 
case of children of wealthy parents, who are not brought 
much into contact with the working classes, if they were 
paid at the fixed market rate of payment for labour, it might 
be a means of making them realize something of the struggle 
for life on the part of so large a part of the community, of 
which many of them are so lamentably ignorant. 

Then there is the pleasure experienced in the fruits of our 
labour. I well remember, as doubtless many others do, the 
pride I felt at seeing some mustard and cress or radishes of 
my own growing placed on the table, and my satisfaction on 
hearing the comments sure to be passed on their crispness 
and freshness. Had I been in the habit of analyzing my 
feelings, which fortunately I was much too healthy-minded to 
do, I should probably have discovered that they were 


actuated partly by pride in the success of my labours and 
partly by the belief that 1 had done something exceedingly 
useful, and that the world in general was decidedly the better 
for those radishes. Of course I thought none of these things, 
but only lelt vaguely important and useful ; but it is just this 
spirit which to a right degree it is so necessary to rouse in a 
child, for we cannot begin to learn too early that we do not 
exist for our own pleasure, but that we may be of use to 
other people. 

This is only a very brief paper in which I have only jnst 
touched on the many points on which much more mig ht 

6 sai< ^> an d there are others, such as the need of patience, 
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observation, and importance of triflp<T^»,m iT7~, 
unsaid ; but hope I have said enough wf aV ' “ 
that gardening may be a great educator. X my assertlon 

A Member of the Audience asked whether much could 
be done tn such a short time as the holidays ! 

Miss FORD though, a great deal might be done by 
children who had been encouraged to take their garden 
seriously ; even m towns they might learn a great deal 
through the care of window boxes 

Mrs Holroyd Chaplin : If some energetic person would 
start a holiday garden at some seaside place, where children 
could be sent to stay when their parents went abroad and 
where they might turn their physical and intellectual energy 
to account, I think it would be a good plan. I know many 
parents who would be glad of such a place to send their 
children to, and feel that they were safe and happy. 

Mrs. Franklin asked what elder girls could do in helping 
to keep up a garden ? 

Mrs. Rickman : Between the ages of sixteen and twenty, 
I and my sister, with the help of a man once a week, entirely 
kept a garden in a suburb, and there was no difficulty about 
it. We were sometimes rather tired with rolling the lawn all 
the morning and playing tennis in the afternoon, but that 
was all. I cannot agree that all children like gardening. 
I am certain they don’t ; and if a child has no taste for it, 
it is not the least use forcing it. A good deal of faith is 
required, too, as regards seeds coming up. I never believed 
mine would come up and they seldom did, whereas those 
planted by my sister, in the firm belief that they would grow, 
invariably did so. 

Miss Ford : Perhaps I was rather rash to imply that all 
children liked gardening : what I meant to say was that 
most children like to possess a garden, and have a passing 
fancy for it. I quite agree you should not force a child to 
garden who does not care for it. What older girls can do 
depends on the limit of strength, but an immense amount 
can be done in the way of planting vegetables and so on, 
wkh a man to do the heavier digging. I was gardener in a 
convalescent home, and many of the patients 'girls of about 
*7 and 18 years of age) learnt to work under my direction, 
and some of them were a great help. The care of a flower 

tol. XI — NO. 8. 
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- . - tp w ithin the reach of any girl living at home; 

garden is quit { weeding, mowing and rolling Can 

trfrfiea Prided the toller and tods are of a 
a S size The same applies to pruning trees, etc. 
re MR na BMiENAL: I think this subject should appeal to 
narenis more than it does. Though I was brought up in the 
rauntri I never cared about gardening and never wanted a 
oarden-I suppose because there were always plenty of 
flowers and fruit without my thinking about it— and I only 
began to garden when I came to live in London. I had a 
small pocket-handkerchief of a garden behind my house, 
and was tempted to cultivate it. I bought a penny gardening 
newspaper, and produced quite a number of flowers. My 
example fired my children to learn gardening ; and if parents 
like gardening, and garden with a certain amount of intelli- 
gence and explanation, no doubt the children like to help. 
When I went to live in the country again, and had an acre 
of garden, I was able to give my children a piece— in which 
things actually grow. I have also succeeded in interesting 
them in the collection of seeds in the autumn. They have 
their own seeds, and beg for some of mine, and I think it is 
useful for them to see what the flower really is, and what it 
will produce of itself Children like to be shown things in 
a small and simple way, and I should be glad to see this 
question of gardening brought forward in the Parents Review. 
I almost think a Gardening Club might be promoted, in 
which children might exchange seeds, and hear the result 
of gardening experiments, etc., from their fellows. Should 
anything of the kind be started, I shall be very pleased to do 
anything I can to help. 

Mr. Wilkinson : Referring to elder girls taking part in 
gardening in their own homes, parents are not always able, 
from physical or other reasons, to set the example ; but I 
think that if all children were encouraged to take an interest 
in flowers and gardening, there is no reason why, as th e y 
get older, young ladies should not further acquaint themselves 
with the conditions under which flowers are grown, an 
employ instead of a paid gardener at a high wage a 
ordinary man under their direction, making him do t 
lough work, which they should organize. Under these c ^ 
cumstances a very intelligent and delightful impr° verTie 
might be made in much of the gardening done by those " 
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may not have as much genius as the ladies, but who possess 

Ve 7 -h^S 

that it is one of the most useful papers I ha'^ heard' 
long time. There is one question in it which j (h " * 

lead to a further development of thrift. Miss Ford poTmed 
out the grave error of giving children unlimited pocket 
money for dcmg nothing. If they were taught to do some- 
thing for the money, and then the parent agreed to subsidize 
that money by an addition in the savings’ bank-not to be 
drawn out for a given time-I think the plan might work 
Mrs. Symes Thompson: May I add a word as to’ the 
kindness that can be shown in gardening? When violets 
and other roots are divided, carnations picked, roses budded, 
etc., the gardeners are very busy, and apt to throw away 
what are not wanted for one’s own garden : it is an enormous 
interest to the children to be allowed to help, in order that 
some of the roots, etc., may be given away. It makes a great 
change from the constant games, which, though amusing, are 
not in any way helpful to others. It would be very nice if, 
in the Parents’ Review, we could have some suggestions as to 
what might be done in each particular month. 

Mrs. Anson : I fancy some parents will differ from Miss 
Ford as to paying children for their work. The Union has 
always tried to love the highest and the best, and I do not 
think paying for weeding by the yard or for picking peas by 
the basket is a good idea. The child would possibly do more 
work, but if you pay a child you make it avaricious. It 
would be better for the child to do the work for the sheer 
love of mother and of the garden. 

Lady Campbell: It struck me that Mrs. Rickman had 
given us an excellent illustration of a valuable lesson to be 
learned through gardening. I refer to the result of her own 
And her sister’s planting of seeds. I have not the least doubt 
that Mrs. Rickman’s uncertainty as to her seeds coming up 
made them not come up, and there is a lesson of faith. 
Another suggestion. The worst thing you can do is to be 
constantly pulling up plants to see how they are growing 
there is a lesson in patience. So gardening is not only a 
diversion, but it educates both in a mental and spiritual way. 

I would like to add that the happiest women of leisure I have 
ever known are those whose hobby is gardening. 
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; T^TTToueht, perhaps, to say that 1 did not mea n 

-i^Ae paid for all they do ; but when we 
T ire pocket money than our allowance we never 
Tught 0 f Zm g my father for it, we were told to earn i t , 

and we liked to earn it in the garden. 

MR Cotter! LL (Chairman) : It only remains for me to 
thank Miss Ford for her paper. She also travelled over a 
lare-e space of ground, and we agreed with almost everything 
she said. I was, to some extent, in disagreement with her 
on the subject of paying children, but I think it is only fair 
to her, and anyone who reads a paper, to remember that 
such remarks as those are necessarily, in a short paper, un- 
defined by illustrations, which would be used in conversation, 
or in a longer paper. I am sure the last thing Miss Ford 
intended to convey to us was that children should be paid for 
everything they do. The question is — could that element be 
brought in in a playful manner? Personally, I feel that no 
legitimate and honourable inducement to such a delightful 
labour as gardening should be barred, and though, if I had 
to choose, I w'ould far prefer that no such inducement as 
payment should be brought into the matter, still I can quite 
imagine that cases might arise where an offer of payment 
might be playfully made by the mother. I was very pleased 
to hear Mrs. Anson’s remark that the aim of the P.N.E.U. 
was the aim of an ideal. I hope you will never cease to be 
even extravagantly ideal. My first acquaintance with the 
Union was only last year, but I carried away from it what I 
shall never forget, viz., that you do not content yourselves 
with anything less than an ideal. You will, of course, fail ; 
but what a noble failure ! And how infinitely greater is the 
success of such a partial failure than the complete success of 
more easy possibilities. I must thank the various speakers 
who have joined in this discussion. I have in the course 
of my life listened to multitudes of papers. Papers are 
evanescent, but the simple enthusiasm which has been dis 
played to-day, and last year, by those who stood up and g aV ® 
us instances of their own experiences, is most touching, an 
I believe that you will continue to thrive in the best possib ® 
way, if you will keep before your minds that which you seem 
so steadily to have kept before them in the past, t.e., 1 
your methods are methods which are never satisfied until t 
approach, and if possible reach the ideal. 
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THURSDAY, May , 7 //*, 5 p . m ., 

At 3> Grosvenor Place (by kind permission of 
T he Lady Esther Smith). 

Mrs. Clement Parsons read a paper on 
THE VIRTUES OF SIMPLICITY. 

It is, I believe, on record that somebody once died of 
taking coffee and good advice. Lest the fear of a similar 
fate haunt the mind of anyone present this afternoon, let 
me preface this address by disclaiming any pretension to 
be didactic, still less original. 

On “The Virtues of Simplicity,” who could hope to 
suggest anything that should be at the same time fresh and 
of reasonable applicability ? There is no forest of Arden 
nor any Walden Wood hereabouts for us and our children 
to practise “a return to Nature in”; and one imagines it 
was but a jesting tribute Voltaire paid Rousseau in saying 
to him, “ Almost thou persuadest me to go on all fours.” 
We are not arboreal creatures, and whatever simplicity we 
aim at must be a simplicity we can exercise within the 
four-mile radius, and within this goodly frame of things 
as they are, or mainly as they are. When I have said my 
say, if I have awakened any responsive echoes out of the 
experience of others, and thus fortified, it may be, their 
own impressions as to the desirableness of simplicity in 
life, the object of this little paper will be attained. 

I have given as its title, “ The Virtues of Simplicity, but 
simplicity is itself a virtue — and a fine art. For that matter, 
is not the whole expanse of every-day life but so much raw 
material, out of which it is, fortunately, just possible to 
weave a result properly deserving of being called “ artistic . r 
Yes, as Wordsworth reminds us, “Life requires an art , 
and perhaps the most valuable factor in the general art of 
living is simplicity. Like all supremely great things, slir J 
Phcity is many-sided and profound, does not lend itself 
easily to definition, evades our analysis. Simplicity is se - 
respect, it is discretion, it is to “ make the journey of life 
with just luggage enough”; and in this last sense as 


